
British Policy under the Raj, 1857-1914 

 

British Administration 
 

Viscount Palmerston (Whig), 
1855-58 
 
Earl of Derby (Conservative), 
1858-9 
 
Palmerston, 1859-65 
 
Earl Russell (Liberal), 1865-6 
 
Derby, 1866-8 
 
Benjamin Disraeli (Conservative), 
1868 
 
W.E. Gladstone (Liberal), 1868-74 
 
Disraeli (Earl of Beaconsfield), 
1874-80 
 
Gladstone, 1880-5 
 
Marquess of Salisbury 
(Conservative), 1885-6 
 
Gladstone, 1886 
 
Salisbury, 1886-92 
 
Gladstone, 1892-4 
 
Earl of Rosebery (Liberal), 1894-5 
 
Salisbury, 1895-1902 
 
Arthur Balfour (Conservative), 
1902-1905 
 
H. Campbell-Bannerman (Liberal), 
1905-08 
 
H.H. Asquith (Liberal), 1908-16 

Viceroy 
 
 
 
Lord Canning, 1858-62 
 
 
 
Lord Elgin, 1862-3 
Sir Robert Napier, 1863 
Sir William Denison, 1863-4 
 
Sir John Lawrence, 1864-9 
 
 
 
 
Earl of Mayo, 1869-72 
 
Sir John Strachey, 1872 
Lord Napier, 1872 
 
Lord Northbrook, 1872-76 
 
Lord Lytton, 1876-1880 
 
Marquess of Ripon, 1880-84 
 
Earl of Dufferin, 1884-8 
 
 
 
Marquess of Landsdowne, 1888-
94 
 
Earl of Elgin, 1894-99 
 
 
 
Lord Curzon, 1899-1905 
 
Earl of Minto, 1905-10 
 
Henry Hardinge, 1910-16 

Key Events 
 

 Establishment of universities 
at Calcutta, Bombay, & 
Madras, 1857 
 

 Indian Rebellion, 1857-8 
 Government of India Act, 1858 
 
 
 
 
 India Councils Act, 1861 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 First Indian census, 1871 
 Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 
 
 
 
 Vernacular Press Act, 1878 

 
 Great Famine, 1876-8 
 Queen Victoria assumes title 

Empress of India, 1876 
 Darbar, 1877 
 Ilbert Bill Controversy, 1883-4 
 
 Local Governments Act, 1884 
 
 Founding of Indian National 

Congress, 1885 
 
 Indian Councils Act, 1892 
 
 
 
 Morley-Minto Reforms 

(Government of India Act, 
1909) 

 

 


